
President’s Message 
The holidays are fast approaching and 
we have additional activities and calls on 
our time. In spite of all our commit-
ments, it is heartening to see that we 
have a vigorous and active engineering 
community that attends our meetings 
regularly. The October meeting that was 
headlined by a presentation on the Im-
provements to Interchange 142 of the 
Garden State Parkway was very informative. The upcoming chapter 
meeting in November will feature a presentation on “FHWA Traffic 
Mitigation Guidelines” at our Joint Meeting with ASCE North-NJ. I 
encourage all of you to attend. 
 
As all of you have noticed, the national conversation has turned to in-
vesting in infrastructure as a method of producing jobs and stimulating 
the economy. Several commentators on the left and right are subscrib-
ing to this idea. According to Mark Zandi of Economy.com (who was 
an economic advisor to John McCain) “Fiscal policymakers have a 
number of other options for providing stimulus….. first, spending on 
the nation’s infrastructure, ….. On the face of it, increased infrastruc-
ture spending seems a particularly potent way to stimulate the econ-
omy. The boost to GDP from a dollar spent on new bridges or schools 
is estimated at $1.59, and few would dispute the need to improve the 
nation's infrastructure. ……. the politics of apportioning these funds 
across the country make it hard to spend in a logical and efficient way. 
Simply allocating funds by population or income could result in many 
poorly designed projects being funded.” 
 
Our community of engineers and contractors has long voiced concerns 
on the state of the nation’s infrastructure. However, all of us can cite 
instances where funding has been allocated in a manner that is less than 
optimal. It is our obligation to influence this national conversation and 
ensure that the money that is spent on infrastructure is spent wisely and 
for the good of our communities, state and nation. You can influence 
this conversation in many ways – Talk to your neighbors, write to your 
legislative leaders and last but not least actively participate in profes-
sional societies such as ours that are working to influence the decisions 
on funding infrastructure. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
December Social Event 

 
Scholarship Awards / Founding Fathers 

Ceremony 
 

Snuffy’s Restaurant in Scotch Plains 
Tuesday, December 9, 2008   

UPCOMING EVENT  

Wednesday, November 12, 2008 

Snuffy’s Restaurant - Scotch 
Plains, NJ 

The North-Central New Jersey Section of 
ASHE in a joint meeting with the North NJ 
Branch of ASCE is proud to have Mr. Lee 
Steiner from NJDOT speak at our next 
meeting on FHWA Traffic Mitigation 
Guidelines.  Please join us on the 12th. 
(Good for 1 PDH credit!) 

Cocktails - 5:30PM 
Dinner Meeting - 6:30PM 

 
Our chapter is looking for additional involvement 
from our members and we would like to hear from 
you. Please also encourage your colleagues who are 
not members of our society and chapter to join and get 
involved. I am looking forward to seeing you all at our 
November meeting. 
 
Malini Swaminathan, P.E., P.T.O.E.  
NCNJ Section President 
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NCNJ ASHE Membership 
In a time where everyone is pulled in every imagin-
able direction due to the demands of work, civic 
and technical organizations, and of family, we 
would like to thank�everyone for being a part of this 
organization and for actively participating each 
month in the presentations. Most of you� seem to�
recognize that our chapter’s leadership strive to�
provide you�with� information that is� relevant� to� you 
and�our�industry. 

Every June we ask� you,� our membership, to pay�
your annual dues. To prompt� the� membership to 
action, 2 years ago we implemented a late fee of 
$10 if you did not pay by the due date.  Over� 30% 
of our membership annually waits to the last minute 
to pay.� Despite additional e-mailings and phone 
calls,�when�September 30 hits and your payment is 
not received,� National requires us to remove� you�
from the National Roster. This year our member-
ship will shrink� from 157� to just under 130. This 
coming year we� all should strive to� bring us to and 
beyond the 157 mark.� In order to do this it�will take�
a little effort on your part,�as well as ours. 

· Should your contact information change, you 
MUST inform the Membership Chairman� or 
Section Secretary�of these changes. 

· You should act on information mailed you� in a 
timely manner. 

· If you found� that you were placed on the inac-
tive list, fear not!  A reinstatement fee of $20 in 
addition to the customary dues fee can bring 
you back to life.� We will� send out a letter to 
those of you�found�in this situation.�

I thank you all for your time and participation!�

Larry Kern�
Membership Chairman  
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President  
Malini Swaminathan 
STV 
609.530.9899 
swaminm@stvinc.com 
 
1st Vice President  
Michael Morgan 
Gannett Fleming 
908.755.0040 
mmorgan@gfnet.com 
 
2nd Vice President 
Larry Diffley 
CMX 
732.577.9000 
ldiffley@cmxengineering.com 
 
Secretary 
M. Golam Kabir 
Converse Consultants 
973.605.5200  
gkabir@converseconsultants.com 
 
Treasurer 
Robert Nash  
KS Engineers 
973.623.2999 
rnash@kseng.com 
 
DIRECTORS: 
Region 6 Director  
Joseph T. Matthews 
Jacobs Edwards & Kelcey 
973.267.8830 ext. 1354 
joseph.matthews@jacobs.com 
 
Directors (2008-2009)  
Stanley Palinski  
GEOD Corporation 
973.697.2122 
spalinski@geodcorp.com 
 
Don Di Zuzio 
URS Corporation 
973.785.0700 
donato_dizuzio@urscorp.com 
 
Directors (2008-2010)  
John Keller  
NJ Turnpike Authority 
732.750.5300 ext. 8263 
keller@turnpike.state.nj.us 
 
Paul Natalizio 
Anselmi & DeCicco, Inc. 
�������������
pbpm.pm@gmail.com 
 
Directors (2008-2011)  
Robert B. Matthews 
Gannett Fleming 
908.755.0040  
rbmatthews@gfnet.com 
 
Tim Herlihy 
NJDOT 
�	����	���
��
tim.herlihy@dot.state.nj.us 
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Golf Outing 
Larry Fink 
STV 
212.505.4943 
larry.fink@stvinc.com 
 
Membership 
Larry Kern 
KS Engineers 
973.623.2999 
lkern@kseng.com 
 
Newsletter 
Robert B. Matthews 
Gannett Fleming 
908.755.0040  
rbmatthews@gfnet.com 
 
Scholarship 
Craig Johnson 
Dewberry 
973.338.9100 
cjohnson@dewberrry.com 
 
Technical  
Stan Palinski 
GEOD Corporation 
973.697.2122 
spalinski@geodcorp.com 
 
Program 
Larry Diffley 
CMX 
732.577.9000 
ldiffley@cmxengineering.com 
 
Project of the Year  
Rod Lewis 
HNTB 
973.237.1650  
rlewis@hntb.com.com 
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11/12/08 
Wednes-
day 

Joint Meeting with ASCE North Jersey Branch 
FHWA Traffic Mitigation Guidelines 

Lee Steiner, NJDOT 
Snuffy’s - Scotch Plains 

12/9/08 
Tuesday 

Social Event – Lifetime Members / Founding Fathers Ceremony / 
Scholarship Awards 

Snuffy’s - Scotch Plains 

1/13/09 
Tuesday 

NJ Turnpike Capital Program 
Diane Scaccetti, NJTA Executive 
Director 
Snuffy’s - Scotch Plains 

2/10/09 
Tuesday 

Emerging Technologies in Pavement Design and Construction 
Robert Sauber, NJDOT 
Snuffy’s - Scotch Plains 

3/10/09 
Tuesday 

Risk Management—Helping Engineers successfully deliver pro-
jects 

Jean Hansen, Marsh USA 
(The Nielsen-Wurster Group, Inc.)  
Snuffy’s—Scotch Plains 

4/14/08 
Tuesday 
 

TBD Snuffy’s - Scotch Plains 

5/12/09 
Tuesday 

New Officer Election and Project of the Year Presentation Snuffy’s - Scotch Plains 

6/08 

 
Golf Outing—Apple Mountain County Club 
National Convention – Atlanta, Georgia 
 

 

7/08 ASHE Board Meeting & Installation of New Officers Snuffy’s - Scotch Plains 
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Technical Committee 
Request for Articles 

 
We are interested in obtaining articles related to High-
way and/or Bridge design to be published in our news-
letter “The Milepost”. 
 
These articles can be brief with photos, charts, graphs, 
etc. similar to articles written for your corporate news-
letters.  Or, the article can be more technical and com-
prehensive. 
 
These articles will be published in our chapter’s news-
letter and possibly selected to be submitted to National 
and be published in the “SCANNER”. 
 
The following are some guidelines in preparing articles 
for the SCANNER: 
 
· Generally, the articles should be limited to one-

third to two-thirds of a printed page (400-700 
words) including photographs and illustrations. A 
maximum of one and one-half pages will be con-
sidered based on the article content. 

· Color photographs are preferred, however, black 
and white is acceptable. The size of photos may be 
reduced at the discretion of the SCANNER editor. 

· All articles are to be reviewed by the Section Tech-
nical Committee prior to submission. 

 
Many of our members are interested in projects com-
pleted by our peers and this is an excellent means of 
sharing your successes. 
 
Please send the articles via e-mail to our technical com-
m i t t e e  c h a i r m a n  S t a n  P a l i n s k i  a t   
spalinski@geodcorp.com. All articles are welcome.  
For questions you can reach me at 973-697-2122 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Stanley Palinski 
Technical Committee 
ASHE NCNJ Section 
Region 6 
   

Golf Committee 
 
Thought maybe we would begin with some interesting 
facts: 

· Longest course – International Golf Club in Mas-
sachusetts, par 77, 8325 yards from the tiger tees 

· Highest course – Tactu Golf Club in Morocoha, 
Peru, 14,335 feet above sea level, at its lowest 
point 

· Longest hole – the 7th hole, par 7 of the Sanco 
Course at the Satsuki Golf Club in Japan, 909 
yards 

· Largest Bunker – Hell’s half acre on the 585 yard 
7th hole at the Pine Valley Course in New Jersey 

· Largest green – on the 695 yard 5th hole (par 6) at 
the International Golf Club in Massachusetts – in 
excess of 28,000 SF 

 From golfincostarica.com/golf_facts 

 

Did you know that in 1457 King James II of Scotland 
banned the practice of golf and football.  He said “it 
was keeping his subjects from their archery practice”. 
Seems golf has been getting in the way of work for a 
long time. 

 Birdie, eagle and albatross 

 Birdie – one less than par 

 Eagle – two less than par 

 Albatross – 3 less than par 

By Rachel Newcombe 

hotfact.com/golf-facts 

 

 
Larry Fink 
Golf Committee Chair 
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SENIOR HIGHWAY ENGINEER 

Gannett Fleming, Inc., a multi-disciplined engineering consulting firm, is seeking an experienced Senior Highway Engi-
neer for our South Plainfield, NJ office. 

In this position, the individual will lead design tasks, mentor less experienced staff, prepare plans, specs, estimates, re-
ports, studies and technical correspondences; and assist in project management duties. Requires a BSCE, PE, and 8-10 
years of engineering experience.  Experience with NDOT and NJTA standards, Microstation and InRoads software is 
preferred. 

Gannett Fleming offers competitive compensation & benefits. Please email cover letter and resume indicating position of 
interest to Attention: RBM at: employment@gfnet.com. EOE 


